ROM 2006 until March this year the London

borough of Barnet paid £1.4m to security
company MetPro Rapid Response for a range of
services, some invelving contact with “at risk™
children and vulnerable adults.

It all came to an end after a town hail budget-
cutting meeting at whick MetPro guards, dressed
in intimidating paramilitary-style uniforms,
“contained” residents in a side room and, in
defiance of police advice, prevented them
entering the half-empty public gallery. The black-
shirted bouncers had been secretly filming and
“monitoring” the residents, including a number of
locai bloggers.

It quickly emerged that the company was
in liguidation for non-payment of tax and had
transferred its business to-the “new”™ MetPro
Emergency Response. Neither company was
approved by the Security Industry Authority and
individual employees were working unlicensed —a
criminat offence. Noné of the guards had Criminal
Records Bureau checks. - - : )

MetPro had no contract with the Tory borough,
no specification of duties, and its payments
were unreguiated. Last month an interdal audit
committes, chaired by Lib'Dém peer Lord Paliner,
produced a damning report detailing widespread
failings #nd financial incompétence on a staggering
scile; 'with no-control over procurement or
contracted sérvices. Despite all this, *easycouncil”
Bartiet’s plans for massive cutsourcing of services
continue. The day after the audit meefing, the
council published # ténder Hoticé for 2 whopping
£750m OF cofifracts, v T

< (g sontractthiat fas been carefully drranged is
the ohéunider which Halliford Associates; aka deputy
sfieec dind chief findnce officer Andrew “Black

ole " fravers; pets £1,000 a day. His boss, Nick
“Nofi-Stick” Walkléy, scrapes by o £201,000 a year.

Barnet refugesto Hold inquiries info the illicit
filminig of residetits; or to'establish the degree of risk
posed to children and vilherable adults by its failure
to carry oit CRB checks. The courici] claims it's
not écessary; because “no complaints” Have been
received about “inappropriate dealings”. Phew!




